WHO WILL BRING MY SHEEP INTO THE KINGDOM
Matt Goodman 22/2/2009
READING:  Parable Of The Lost Sheep
LK 15:1 Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them."

    LK 15:3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, `Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

What Is Jesus Really Saying?
That was a pretty simple passage that Charles read wasn’t it. Have you often read a passage and thought that was easy. It’s a synch; I fully understand that.

Then, sometime after, having thought on it a bit longer, have you thought “I know there ought to be something more to this simple passage than just the immediate description ?”
And then again have you thought “Why does Jesus use parables ? Doesn’t that make things more complicated ?

Why can’t he just say what He means straight out –like here, err, can’t He just say “God loves me” ?

When I was writing this sermon I prayed and asked God about this.. [pause]. He got me thinking…

Well, some of you know that when I go on holiday I like to take my paints with me. I’m not brilliant but I do alright sometimes. I like painting landscapes and trees and beautiful things and…
Ah, sorry, let’s get back to the point. We were thinking about the language of just saying straight out what we really mean. Have you tried to express your deep feelings and found English quite limited ? I have. Yes, our language has got a few choice words but we use a lot of words because they have implications in our culture today –that’s a pity because that means if someone came to read those words in say 50 years time they might not really understand the full meaning of what we were trying to say. Yet the languages of Jesus’ day, the Greek, the Aramaic, or the Hebrew were properly concise languages -very accurate in what they meant (Hence we need an Amplified Bible translation to understand these languages. Yet, even having these languages at His disposal Jesus chose to tell parables. What ! Why would He do this do you think ?

Well, I’d like to suggest that, as well as a trained carpenter and The Son Of God, Jesus was a painter. And not just some schmuck painter of landscapes and trees like me. He actually recognised the limits of everyone’s language and, He being God, knew that languages were to come and they would need to be translated into other languages (more or less concise !). So using the colours He had, His words, He painted far more than landscapes, or still life or driftwood or trees. He painted portraits. He painted realism. He painted architecture. He painted flowcharts. He painted into people’s hearts. He painted their wiring. He painted their computer programmes. He painted their spirituality; their wayward ways; their lusts, their greed, their accidents, routes into sin and worse sin and worse sin.
We’ve all heard the phrase that a picture tells a thousand words. Well Jesus did that exceedingly well. BUT. But not only that. Jesus actually lived the picture. Jesus ministry was the picture. Jesus enacted what folk should do. His actions were those of grabbing hold of Lost Sheep for example, of picking them up and doing what He could to bring them back into His Father’s fold.
Wow.

And I asked God why did Jesus talk in parables?
And I thought that His parables were simple and easy to remember  “descriptions” ?
Come on !
Better than one of Leonardo’s great masterpieces Jesus’ parable of the Lost Sheep is talking about LOVE. God’s love. God’s love for you. And God’s love for me. And particularly for people who are lost.
What Is Love ?

But hang on a minute. This English word love -do we know really what love is ?

Are we such well balanced people, people who have had so much love poured out onto us in this world, that we can immediately paint a landscape of l…o…u…r…v….e  from our own experience ?

I don’t think so ! That’s certainly not been my experience all of my life.
I suggest that in this day and age, as in Jesus’ day, the world thinks that this word “love” might mean:
· just saying hello to some passing acquaintance in the street;

· or doing a nice thing to someone to help them out;

· or giving them a present on their birthday;

· or marrying somebody;

Deep down the world speaks of the word love in a darker way like:

· gathering lots of worldly possessions around ourselves;

· having schemes of excess pleasure for ourselves;

· thinking or acting in lustful ways towards someone else;

..there are plenty more examples in our popular, media ridden, culture today. So it’s not actually that easy to just to say outright what is the loving thing to do in a certain situation. Yet Jesus parables really do, to use a parable to explain, really do give us good seeds to sow in our hearts if we have fertile soil to grow them in !
What about an example:  did we know who our neighbours were before Jesus told us the parable painted about the Good Samaritan and what he did for the man mugged on the other side of the street ? It’s even more poignant if we realise that the people of Samaria were actually great enemies of the Hebrews at that time. Think about that!
The Bible gives us lots of examples of God’s true love. Perhaps the most famous is from 1Cor 13 or more briefly here in John Ch3:

    JN 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
Who Are These Lost Sheep?          <To the children>
Frankly there’s an issue that this parable doesn’t immediately answer ? Any ideas ?

Yes who are, these lost sheep that need God’s care and restoration?
I think some of you children have some answers on those pieces of paper that were in the Pass-The-Parcel game:
Examples Of Lost Sheep (written on sheep at back of these notes)
· Someone who has had bad things said about them, taken offence and can’t forgive.

· Someone who has been lied to.

· Someone who has been stolen from.

· Someone who has done a bad act and can’t forgive themselves.

· Someone who has been assaulted physically and can’t come out of their shell.

· Someone who drinks or takes drugs who has become controlled by the bad habit.
· Someone who thinks they have no value –because they have listened to bad people rather than taken onboard God’s love for them.

· Someone who’s husband or wife has been unfaithful behind their back.

· Someone who’s made a large mistake and feels they can’t be forgiven.
· Someone who is really ill and blames God.
· Someone who’s mother or father were not there for them when they needed them.
· Someone who has been rejected, for the person they are, through no fault of their own.

(this last one is a big one. It is amazingly common).
These are just some examples of people who are “hurt” in the widest sense of the word. Do you know anyone who might be in one of these categories? Or even in more than one?
Well, I certainly was one. I’ve been lost. I’ve been there. I’ve had the bulky woollen t-shirt.
Streuth, these days it’s like there are 99 lost sheep out there and only one or two people who are dwelling in God’s fold.

What Will Happen To These Lost Sheep

So these people who are lost, who are sheep roaming without God’s care, what will happen to them ?

In the Old Testament Exodus explains what happened to the Israelites when they ignored Moses, they were proud, and turned to their own wicked ways: They wandered in that painful desert for 40 years. They attempted every kind of witchcraft and evil practice, even scheming with other gods, yet failed to get themselves out ! 
Where Is The Shepherd In All This ?

Let’s change the subject a minute away from the Sheep. I wonder: where is the Shepherd in all of this ? 

Had we looked at all the references to “sheep” in the Bible we’d have found 193 of them, but to understand who The Shepherd is I suggest we look at the passage in John10 about the beautiful relationship between this Shepherd and His sheep:

JN 10:1 "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.

    JN 10:7 Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

    JN 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

    JN 10:14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep.
Beautiful. Notice how the sheep should who know His voice, and what the wolf will do if they don’t stick close by.

This was just as true for Moses flock, the Israelites, who only after they’d relearned to listen to God’s voice again did they manage to get out of the desert. But it took forty years –two generations !
How Can The Shepherd Bring Back The Lost Sheep

So how can The Shepherd bring back the lost sheep ? Does anyone have any ideas ?

>Yes, God’s Holy Spirit, The Comforter, is here on earth.
Good, OK. So where is He, The Holy Spirit , then ?

Anyone got any ideas ?

> Yes, that’s right: in US ! WE are those who need to go out looking for the “Lost”. WE are those who need to be like the Good Shepherd and carry the Lost Sheep back to the fold where there is God’s care and restoration through the work of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew explained:
    MT 10:5 Jesus sent these twelve out with the following instructions: "Go to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, preach this message: `The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.
And James, Jesus’ brother, explained:

    JAS 5:19 My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.
Peter, The Rock, explained:

  "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."

1PE 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

    1PE 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

    1PE 5:10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
Conclusion
Amen to that.

So now we know that God is more than aware of people that are lost, Lost Sheep, who are outside of His Kingdom involved in all manner of sins.
So now we know that God loves us so much that He sent His own Son to earth (who He knew would die on a cross) to help us.
So now we know that he wants to bring His Lost Sheep back into His fold, into full communion with Him. And all heaven will rejoice when anyone is returned.
So now we know that we are those that need to go out and bring these Lost back from the brink of being caught by the enemy, the Devil, who prowls around looking to steal, kill and destroy.
My goodness, looking at you lot I hope that you are ready ? Are you ? To mix parables a bit:  The Lost Sheep are plentiful but Shepherds are few !

Let’s finish with this incredible passage to us Christians:
PHP 2:1 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

   PHP 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:   PHP 2:6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  PHP 2:7 but made himself nothing,

    taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. PHP 2:8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death   -even death on a cross!

Let us pray:

<Prayer points here>
.
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God Helps Lost Sheep


Like: Someone who has been lied to.
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Like: Someone who’s made a large mistake and thinks they can’t be forgiven.
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Like: Someone who’s husband or wife has been unfaithful behind their back.
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Like: Someone who has been rejected, for the person they are, through no fault of their own.
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Like: Someone who has been stolen from.








God Helps Lost Sheep


Like: Someone who thinks they have no value –because they have listened to bad people rather than taken onboard God’s love for them.








God Helps Lost Sheep


Like: Someone who drinks or takes drugs who has become controlled by the bad habit.








God Helps Lost Sheep


Like: Someone who is really ill and blames God for their illness.
































God Helps Lost Sheep


Like: Someone who has done a bad act and can’t forgive themselves.
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Like: Someone who has been assaulted physically and can’t come out of their shell.
































God Helps Lost Sheep


Like: Someone who has had bad things said about them, taken offence and can’t forgive.
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